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WELCOME
On behalf of Billie Jean King, Ilana Kloss and the
Board of Trustees of the Women’s Sports
Foundation (WSF), it is our pleasure to welcome you
to our 2026 Annual Salute to Women in Sports, the
premier celebration of women’s sports since 1980.

What a moment this is.
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Women’s sports are commanding bigger stages,
reaching more fans and redefining what is
possible. Tonight, we celebrate the extraordinary
women helping lead that transformation, including
our 2026 honorees, Clara Wu Tsai, Nneka
Ogwumike and Oksana Masters. Their vision,
leadership and courage have changed their sports
and created an impact that will live on for
generations.

But the true measure of this moment is not
only what we see on the biggest stages. It
is whether the girls watching today have
the opportunity to become the athletes,
leaders and changemakers of tomorrow.

That question is at the heart of our
inaugural WSF Sport Report™,
groundbreaking research examining the
full pipeline of girls’ and women’s sports,
from youth participation through the
collegiate and professional levels. Its
findings reveal both tremendous progress
and persistent gaps, giving us a clearer
picture of where sport stands today and
what it will take to move it forward.



For more than 50 years, WSF has worked to close that gap. We turn research into action,
advocate for systemic change and invest directly in athletes and communities. Tonight,
you will see that mission come to life through athletes supported by our Travel & Training
Fund, organizations creating access through Sports 4 Life and the many women whose
journeys demonstrate what can happen when talent meets opportunity.

This is our moment to make sure the momentum at the top reaches every level of the
game.

And we cannot do it alone. To every partner, supporter, athlete and advocate standing
with WSF, thank you. Your commitment gives this work its power and helps ensure more
girls and women can discover everything sport can make possible.

Danette Leighton
Women’s Sports Foundation CEO

Thank you for being part of what comes next.

Tonight, we honor how far women’s sports have come. Tomorrow, we keep pushing them
forward.



Billie Jean King, Founder and Honorary Chair ​
Danette Leighton, Chief Executive Officer ​

Robin Harris, Board Chair ​
Swin Cash, President

Val Ackerman
Stacey Allaster
Ralph Andretta
Portia Archer
Scout Bassett
Andrea Brimmer
Arielle Chambers
Rosetta Ellis-Pilie
Diana Flores
David Friedman

Rachel Garcia
Brett Goodman
Joan Haffenreffer
Ashlyn Harris
Darcie Glazer Kassewitz
Ilana Kloss
Katy Knox
Kathleen Kunkler
Molly Levinson
Muffet McGraw

Jill Nash
Scott Pioli
Alexander Popov
LaChina Robinson
Shawna Ryan
Bill Shelton
Sloane Stephens
Gabby Thomas
Laurie M. Tisch
Nicole Jeter West

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Terri Austin
Cyndi Blaschak
Fiona Carter
Kelley Cornish
Lisa Cregan
Christine Driessen
Jean Picker Firstenberg
Larissa Fontaine
Ross Greenburg
Michael Gregoire
Kate Johnson
Kathleen Kayse

Richard Lapchick
Nona Lee
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Becky Morgan
Carole Oglesby
Sarah Robb O’Hagan
Kathryn Olson
Andrea Perez
Larry Scott
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TRUSTEES EMERITI
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PRESENTING PARTNERS

7



AWARD SPONSORS
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EVENT PARTNERS
Reception Partner Photo Activation Partner

Salute Partners
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Legacy Supporters
 

Play to Lead Supporters
 

Change the Game Supporters
 

Elite Supporters
Kyra Barry
Fiona Carter — Goldman Sachs Gives
Citi
Earlystone
Fanatics Foundation™
FOX Sports

Change the Game 
Ticket Supporters
BCLP
Rachel Booth
Kelley Cornish
Christine and Terry Driessen
Jennifer Epstein
Megan P. Goldwater
Theresia Gouw
Ladies Professional Golf Association
Deborah Slaner Larkin
Kyle Lierman
Gilan Megeed and Kate Lazar
Diane Milutinovich
Overtime
Josanne Pragg
Madeline Weinstein

American Express
AT&T
Athletes Unlimited
Billie Jean King Enterprises
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Brooklyn Sports & Entertainment
Carlyle
CBS – Content Engagement, 

Partnerships and Strategy,
TV Media

Darcie Glazer Kassewitz and Joel 
Kassewitz and the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers Foundation, Inc.

Panini America

Bread Financial
Michelle Choo and Alex Popov
Gainbridge
Julia Koch Family Foundation
Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund
National Basketball Association
National Football League Foundation
Sixth Street and Bay Collective

Cleveland Clinic
Cooley LLP and Larry Scott
Deep Blue Sports + Entertainment

Dove
Hospital for Special Surgery
Kathleen Kunkler and Brooke
Todare Major League Baseball
Major League Volleyball
Mayer Brown
Jayma Meyer and Bruce Hack
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
National Hockey League
Jane and David Ott
PWHL & LA Sparks
Mindy and Jesse Rogers
Stanford Athletics
THE COLLECTIVE•TEAM
TLG Communications
United States Tennis Association

Galway Holdings
HERRICK
Sarah Lesko
Major League Soccer
Monarch Collective
Ana Stewart and Lindsey Abel
Van Wagner Productions
Sandra Vivas and Bridget Belgiovine

BENEFACTORS

and The Athletic



BENEFACTORS
 

Elite Ticket Supporters
 

Legacy Ticket Supporters
Acora
Terri Austin
Darin Eydenberg
Tammy Gachter
Next League
TeamSnap

DONATIONS

$10,000+
 

$1,000 to $4,999
 

$5,000 to $9,999
Cynthia Blaschak
Nancy Olzack

Up to $499
Lindsay Amstutz
Robert and Jeanne Baxter, Jr.
Maryann and Gerard Bifulco
George Casey
Margaret and Louis Cisario
Cheryl Goldstein and Marcelo Nacht
Christine Lettieri
Chick Lillis
Julia and Gordon Levering
Josanne Pragg
Pro Hoops Sports & Events

$500 to $999
 

Val Ackerman
Allez! Sports
Alison Carlson
Julie Eddleman and Diane Cummins
Bonnie Edmondson
Rheann Engelke
Robin Harris
Jeffrey Harrison
Danette Leighton
LaunchBreak
Jayma Meyer and Bruce Hack
Noreen Morris
Jill Nash and Jana Rich
National Women’s Soccer League
Jenny Nguyen
Noah’s Arc Foundation
Annie Nottes
Megan Oglesby

Ross Greenburg
Barbara Lowe

Kathleen Kayse and Hope Hughes
Becky and James Morgan
Judith Sweet

Abbey Paduano
Scott Pioli
Populous
San Francisco Giants
Marjorie Snyder
sportsYou
Julie Stewart-Binks
Jean Tatge and Phil Collis
John Thomas
Vanguard Maven Group
Pamela Wheeler
Joanna Wolkowski and Susan West

Cynthia Jones
Dr. Susan Schafer

as of October 19, 2026



HOSTS

LaChina RobinsonJulie Foudy

Emmy-winning​
WNBA ​Analyst 

and Host​

2x FIFA Women’s World
Cup Champion, 2x

Olympic Gold Medalist,
Broadcaster and

Podcaster​
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ATHLETES & SPECIAL GUESTS
Katrina Adams, Tennis
Laila Ali, Boxing ᵖᵖ
Scout Bassett, Para Track & Field ᵖᵖ, ᶜ, ᵀᵀ
Katherine Bell, Volleyball
Cheri Blauwet, Para Track & Field
Cole Brauer, Sailing
Toni Breidinger, Auto Racing ᶜ
NiJaree Canady, Softball
Tina Charles, Basketball
Kate Delson, Para Snowboarding
Tori Dilfer, Volleyball
Meghan Duggan, Ice Hockey ᵖᵖ, ᶜ
Ashley Dyce, Para Powerlifting
Grete Eliassen, Free Skiing ᵖᵖ, ᶜ
Shelly Fanning, Volleyball
Benita Fitzgerald Mosley, Track & Field ᵖᵖ

Amy Tucker, Former Stanford Associate
Head Coach, Basketball
Layne Van Buskirk, Volleyball
Tara VanDerveer, Former Stanford Head
Coach, Basketball
Kerri Walsh Jennings, Beach Volleyball SOY

Kiona (Ki'Lolo) Westerlund, Flag Football
Emma Weyant, Swimming ᵀᵀ
Lauryn Williams, Bobsled, Track & Field ᶜ
Lindsey Zurbrugg, Wheelchair Basketball

PP – Past President, Women’s Sports Foundation; B – Current Member, Board of Trustees; C – Current Member, WSF Captains Team; 
TT – Grantee, Travel & Training Fund; CCG – Grantee, Child Care Fund; RKG – Grantee, Rusty Kanokogi Fund; SBG – Grantee, Scout Bassett Fund; 
WR – Wilma Rudolph Courage Award, past recipient; BJK – BJK Leadership Award, past recipient; SOY – Sportswoman of the Year, past recipient
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As of October 19, 2026

Diana Flores, Flag Football B
Camryn Hannah, Volleyball
Ashlyn Harris, Soccer ᴮ
Tobin Heath, Soccer
Morgan Hentz, Volleyball
Wendy Hilliard, Rhythmic Gymnastics ᵖᵖ, ᵀᵀ
Kaitlyn Hord, Volleyball
Sarah Hughes, Figure Skating C, SOY

Kaillie Humphries, Bobsled ᵀᵀ
Shawnti Jackson, Track & Field
Anna Johannes, Para Swimming

Breezy Johnson, Alpine Skiing
Bea Kim, Snowboarding
Billie Jean King, Tennis, WSF Founder
Ilana Kloss, Tennis ᴮ
Phaidra Knight, MMA; Rugby ᵖᵖ, ᶜ, ᵀᵀ
Logan Lednicky, Volleyball
Evy Leibfarth, Canoe/Kayak ᵀᵀ
Grace Loberg, Volleyball
Kami Miner, Volleyball
Marlie Monserez, Volleyball
Gloria Mutiri, Volleyball
Chiney Ogwumike, Basketball
Kelsey Pfendler, Ocean Rowing
Karen Polle, Equestrian
Christen Press, Soccer
Dawn Riley, Sailing ᵖᵖ
Jocelyn Rivas, Marathon Running
Angela Ruggiero, Ice Hockey ᵖᵖ, ᶜ
Melissa Ruiz, Para Climbing
Steph Samedy, Volleyball
Taylor Sandbothe, Volleyball
Sarah Spain, Host of “Good Game with
Sarah Spain”
Lyn St. James, Auto Racing ᵖᵖ
Kathrine Switzer, Marathon Running
Chyna Taylor, Ice Hockey ᵀᵀ
Ali Truwit, Para Swimming



Our 2026
Honorees Are...



BILLIE JEAN KING LEADERSHIP AWARD

Clara Wu Tsai

Businesswoman and philanthropist Clara
Wu Tsai is making a transformative
impact on the growth and future of
women’s sports, from leading the New
York Liberty to the 2024 WNBA
championship as Governor and owner to
ensuring female athletes are front and
center in scientific research through the
Wu Tsai Human Performance Alliance.
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Learn More

https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/sports/2026-billie-jean-king-leadership-award-recipient/


RE-WRITING THE GAME AWARD

Nneka Ogwumike

An 11-time WNBA All-Star, WNBA MVP and
Champion, Nneka Ogwumike has
continually redefined leadership on and off
the court. As WNBPA President and a
powerful advocate for equality and
opportunity, she is helping shape the future
of women’s basketball and inspiring the
next generation to lead with purpose.

Learn More
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https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/sports/2026-re-writing-the-game-award-recipient/


WILMA RUDOLPH COURAGE AWARD

Oksana Masters

The most decorated U.S. Winter
Paralympian of all time, Oksana
Masters has continually redefined
what's possible. Across eight
Paralympic Games, four sports and 24
medals, ​​​​including four more gold
medals in Milano Cortina, her
remarkable journey is a testament to
resilience, determination, and courage.

Learn More
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https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/sports/2026-wilma-rudolph-courage-award-recipient/


WSF TRAVEL & TRAINING SPOTLIGHT

Talent can only go so far without the
opportunity to pursue it. 
WSF’s Travel & Training Fund helps
promising athletes overcome the financial
barriers of training and competition so they
can keep moving toward their biggest
goals. This year, we spotlight ice hockey
player Chyna Taylor, representing the next
generation of women athletes and the
possibilities that open when we invest in
their potential.
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Chyna Taylor



Access to sport can change the trajectory
of a young person’s life. Through WSF’s
Sports 4 Life grant, we invest in
community organizations creating those
opportunities where they are needed
most. This year, we spotlight 
Laru Beya Collective, which uses surfing,
mentorship and community to help
historically excluded youth discover
confidence, connection and a sense of
belonging through sport.

Laru Beya Collective

WSF COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
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Congratulations to those
who opened up the field

Bank of America is proud to be a national partner of the Women’s Sports Foundation. Across our
company — from The Private Bank to Merrill to our Global Commercial Bank — we celebrate its
mission to not just open up the field, but to transform what’s possible for generations of women.

What would you like the power to do?®

 

bankofamerica.com 

Bank of America Private Bank is a division of Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC and a wholly owned subsidiary of Bank of America Corporation.
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPF&S) is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser and Member SIPC. MLPF&S is a wholly owned subsidiary of Bank of America Corporation. 
“Bank of America” is the marketing name used by certain Global Banking and Global Markets businesses of Bank of America Corporation. Lending, other commercial banking activities, and trading in certain
financial instruments are performed globally by banking affiliates of Bank of America Corporation, including Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC.
© 2026 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | MAP8983172 | AD-06-26-0192 | 09/2026













CONGRATULATIONS
FanDuel celebrates the significant contributions and 

outstanding initiatives demonstrated by women in sports.



















Congratulations to this year’s honorees, 

Clara Wu Tsai, Oksana Masters 
and Nneka Ogwumike 

and to all the women and men who continue to
support girls and women who want to participate in

women sports. 

Thank you to Billie Jean King, Ilana Kloss, and the
Women's Sports Foundation, for improving the lives of
girls and women through sports and physical activity.

Michelle Choo and Alexander Popov
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