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WELCOME
On behalf of Billie Jean King, Ilana Kloss and
the Board of Trustees of the Women’s Sports
Foundation (WSF), we are proud to welcome
you to our 2025 Annual Salute to Women in
Sports – the premier celebration of women’s
sports since 1980. 

Cindy Ord/Getty
Images for WSF

Each year, we bring together athletes, industry
leaders, team owners, leagues and brands to
honor the transformative power of sport and to
spotlight WSF’s ongoing commitment to
equality in sport and life. Tonight, it is our honor
to celebrate Michele Kang, Herb Simon, 
Alysia Montaño and Diana Flores for their
trailblazing leadership, vision and courage.
Each has expanded opportunity, elevated
women’s sports and inspired future
generations in extraordinary ways.
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We also proudly recognize our first-ever 
Sports Culture Spotlight, honoring TOGETHXR 
for powerfully amplifying women’s stories at
the intersection of sports, lifestyle, activism 
and culture, and our Community Spotlight,
Turnstone, for breaking down barriers for
athletes with disabilities.

What Billie Jean began in 1974 with a $5,000
check has grown into a movement that has
invested over $115 million to empower girls
and women to play, compete and lead. 
We are proud of five decades of impact, but
we also know there is urgent work ahead. 
That is why WSF continues to fight for equality,
protect Title IX, invest in groundbreaking
research and drive systemic change across
the women’s sports ecosystem. 

Our work and impact would not be possible
without the exceptional support of our
National Partners, corporate supporters,
athletes, fellow advocates, generous
individuals, and of course, our Board of
Trustees and Trustees Emeriti who have
made our 2025 Annual Salute another
financial success. Your support is vital to the
research, advocacy, community
grantmaking and programs that are helping
more girls and women thrive – in sport, in
classrooms, in workplaces and in
communities. 

For more than 50 years, the Women’s Sports
Foundation has changed the game. With
your continued support, the next 50 years
will change the world. 

Danette Leighton
Women’s Sports Foundation CEO 4



Billie Jean King, Founder and Honorary Chair ​
Danette Leighton, Chief Executive Officer ​

Robin Harris, Board Chair ​
Scout Bassett, President

Val Ackerman
Stacey Allaster
Ralph Andretta
Portia Archer ​
Andrea Brimmer
Swin Cash ​
Arielle Chambers
Meghan Duggan
Rosetta Ellis-Pilie
David Friedman

Rachel Garcia
Brett Goodman
Joan Haffenreffer
Ashlyn Harris
Darcie Glazer Kassewitz
Ilana Kloss
Katy Knox
Kathleen Kunkler
Muffet McGraw
Jill Nash

Scott Pioli
Alexander Popov
LaChina Robinson
Shawna Ryan
Bill Shelton
Carol Stiff
Gabby Thomas
Brenda Villa
Vanessa Wallace
Nicole Jeter West
Jim Wilkinson

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Terri Austin
Cyndi Blaschak
Fiona Carter
Kelley Cornish
Lisa Cregan
Christine Driessen
Jean Picker Firstenberg
Larissa Fontaine
Ross Greenburg
Michael Gregoire
Kate Johnson

Kathleen Kayse
Richard Lapchick 
Nona Lee
Sharon Love
Warde Manuel
Jayma Meyer
Becky Morgan
Carole Oglesby
Sarah Robb O’Hagan
Kathryn Olson
Andrea Perez

Larry Scott
Kenneth Shropshire
Kathrine Switzer
Mori Taheripour
Stephanie Tolleson
Sandra Vivas
Molly Van Wagenen
Madeline Weinstein
Sue Wellington
Pamela Wheeler

TRUSTEES EMERITI
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PRESENTING PARTNERS
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AWARD PARTNERS
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EVENT PARTNERS

Reception 
Partner

Photo Activation 
Partner

Sport Showcase 
Partner

Salute Partners

Athlete Lounge
Partner
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BENEFACTORS
Play to Lead Donor
Pacers Sports & Entertainment

Change the Game Donors
Bank of America
Bread Financial
The Carlyle Group / The Seattle Reign 
Michelle Choo and Alexander Popov 
Citi
Gainbridge
Kynisca Sports International, Ltd. 
National Football League Foundation

Legacy Donors
American Express
The Arrix Family and The Truwit Family 
AT&T
Billie Jean King Enterprises 
Bloomberg Philanthropies
CBS Sports
Elevance Health
Elevate
Zachary and Jessica Feingold
LIV Golf
Major League Baseball
Vladimir Makatsaria, LivaNova 
Mayer Brown

Jayma Meyer and Bruce Hack 
Monumental Sports & Entertainment 
Morgan Stanley Sports & Entertainment 
Jill Nash and Jana Rich
National Hockey League
National Women’s Soccer League
New Jersey Devils/Blitzer Family 
PWHL
Mindy and Jesse Rogers
TLG Communications
Clara Wu Tsai and Joe Tsai
United States Tennis Association
Sandy Vivas and Bridget Belgiovine 
Washington Spirit
Wasserman Foundation

Elite Donors
Fiona Carter/GS Gives
Fanatics Foundation™
FOX Sports
GalwayPlus
GameChanger
Getty Images
High Fives Foundation
Major League Soccer
Marvella – The Girls Sports 

Leadership Experience 

Overtime Select
U.S. Olympic & Paralympic
       Committee 
Van Wagner
Play to Lead Tickets
Kelley Cornish
Ana Stewart and Lindsey Abel

Change the Game Tickets
ACC
Terri Austin
Chevron
Christine Driessen
Assia Grazioli-Venier Kathleen 
Kunkler
Deborah Slaner Larkin
LPGA
Orchestra
Maddie Weinstein
WTA

Legacy Tickets
LaunchBreak
Next League
NFP, an Aon Company 
Overtime Select
Populous





COACHES
SIDELINE 

REPORTERS

LaChina Robinson Julie Foudy Sarah Spain Arielle Chambers

WNBA Host 
and Analyst

2x FIFA Women’s
World Cup Champion,

2x Olympic Gold
Medalist, Broadcaster

and Podcaster

Author, TV
Personality,

Host of “Good
Game with 

Sarah Spain”

Multi-media
Journalist, and

women’s sports
commentator for
ESPN & Andscape
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ATHLETES & SPECIAL GUESTS
Katrina Adams, Tennis
Femita Ayanbeku, Track & Field SBG

Scout Bassett, Para Track & Field B, C, TT

Cole Brauer, Sailing
Toni Breidinger, Auto Racing C

Swin Cash, Basketball B

Tamika Catchings, Basketball
McKenzie Coan, Para Swimming
Kendall Coyne Schofield, Ice Hockey WR

Caryn Davies, Rowing
Meryl Davis, Ice Dancing C, SOY

Grete Eliassen, Free Skiing PP, C

Benita Fitzgerald Mosley, Track & Field PP

Diana Flores, Flag Football, 2025 
Re-Writing the Game Award Honoree
Elizabeth Galloway-McQuitter, Basketball
Ashlyn Harris, Soccer B

Elle Hartje, Ice Hockey
Wendy Hilliard, Rhythmic Gymnastics PP, TT 

Charlene Jackson, Basketball
Anna Johannes, Para Swimming
Billie Jean King, Tennis, WSF Founder
Ilana Kloss, Tennis B

Phaidra Knight, Rugby/MMA   PP, B, C, TT

Sam Landry, Softball
Jessica Long, Para Swimming C

Simone Manuel, Swimming
Alysia Montaño, Track & Field, 2025
Wilma Rudolph Courage Award Honoree
Kgothatso Montjane, Wheelchair Tennis 
Alana Nichols, Multi-Sport PP, C 

Sharlize Palacios, Softball
Nzingha Prescod, Fencing TT

Dawn Riley, Sailing PP

Jocelyn Rivas, Marathon Running
Lyn St. James, Auto Racing
Minna Stess, Skateboarding
Gabby Thomas, Track & Field B

Ali Truwit, Para Swimming
Abby Wambach, Soccer SOY

Lora Webster, Sitting Volleyball CCG

Lauryn Williams, Bobsled, Track & Field C

Lindsey Zurbrugg, Wheelchair Basketball

PP – Past President, Women’s Sports Foundation; B – Current Member, Board of Trustees; C – Current Member, WSF Captains Team; 
TT – Grantee, Travel & Training Fund; CCG – Grantee, Child Care Fund; RKG – Grantee, Rusty Kanokogi Fund; SBG – Grantee, Scout Bassett Fund; 
WR – Wilma Rudolph Courage Award, past recipient; BJK – BJK Leadership Award, past recipient; SOY – Sportswoman of the Year, past recipient
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Our 2025
Honorees Are...



BILLIE JEAN KING LEADERSHIP AWARD

Forbes

Michele Kang 

Revolutionizing women’s sports as the
founder of Kynisca, the first global, 
multi-team organization dedicated to
professionalizing women’s soccer. A
trailblazing investor and visionary leader,
she is breaking barriers and building a
sustainable future for women’s sports
across soccer, rugby, and beyond.

15

Learn More

https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/sports/2025-billie-jean-king-leadership-award-recipient/


CHAMPION FOR EQUALITY  AWARD

Herb Simon
Owner and chairman of Pacers Sports &
Entertainment, who brought the Indiana
Fever to the WNBA in 2000, leading the
team to its 2012 championship. As the
longest tenured WNBA and NBA owner,
Simon is a dedicated champion of women’s
basketball and a leader in civic and
philanthropic efforts throughout Indiana.

Learn More

Pacers Sports &
Entertainment
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https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/sports/2025-champion-for-equality-award-recipient/


WILMA RUDOLPH COURAGE AWARD

Alysia Montaño

Transforming the landscape of women's
sports through fearless advocacy for
mom athletes. A seven-time national
champion and Olympic bronze medalist,
she became a global symbol of strength
and defiance when she raced while eight
months pregnant — shattering outdated
norms and igniting a movement for
maternal rights in sport. 

Learn More

Josh Glazerbrook
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https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/sports/2025-wilma-rudolph-courage-award-recipient/


RE-WRITING THE GAME AWARD

Diana Flores
Captain of Mexico’s National Flag Football
Team and an ambassador for both the
NFL and the International Federation of
American Football (IFAF), Flores led
Mexico to a gold medal at the 
2022 World Games and a repeat victory
over the United States this year. In so
doing, she has elevated flag football on
the global stage all while inspiring a
worldwide reimagining of women’s sports.

Learn More

Humberto Mundo
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https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/sports/2025-game-changer-award-recipient/


SPORTS CULTURE SPOTLIGHT

TOGETHXR

WSF’s new Sports Culture Spotlight,
celebrates the brands, creators and
storytellers that don’t just reflect
culture, but shape it. This year, we are
recognizing trailblazing media and
commerce company TOGETHXR for its
powerful amplification of women’s
stories at the intersection of sports,
lifestyle, activism and culture.

TOGETHXR
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Turnstone Center

This year’s Community Spotlight
highlights WSF’s commitment to
breaking down barriers for athletes
with disabilities, recognizing Indiana
nonprofit Turnstone Center, an
organization dedicated to supportive
services addressing the unique needs
of people with disabilities and driving
change at the community-level.

Dare to Be Films

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Presenting Partners
Bank of America
Delta Air Lines 
ESPN 
Gatorade 
Michelob ULTRA 
NBC Sports 

Award Partners
Billie Jean King Foundation
Darcie Glazer Kassewitz and Joel Kassewitz 
& Tampa Bay Buccaneers Foundation
Earlystone
Herbalife
NBA / WNBA

Reception Partner
Ally

Photo Activation Partner
FanDuel

Sports Showcase Partner
Athletes Unlimited

Athlete Lounge Partner
Under Armour

Event Partners
Colette Lee Inc. 
Eventage 
Extraordinary, LLC
Firework Photo Booth Co.
Getty Images 

Event Consultants
Event Production

Eventage
Jay Acevedo
Carly Bovell
Fallon Conger
Matt Glass
Sean Merriam

Athlete Hair & Makeup
Colette Lee, Colette Lee Inc. 

Public Relations 
RW Strategic Media

Security 
TMBS Protection Services, Inc. 

Photography
Getty Images

Photo Credits
Diana Flores
Getty Images 
Michele Kang
Alysia Montaño
Herb Simon
TOGETHXR
Wood Family

Service Contributors & Vendors 
Awards
Hero’s Salute Awards & Engraving

Material Design
Lauren Amsterdam, Amsterland 
Deana Monahan, DM Creations
54blue 
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Printing
Atlas Print Solutions
Create! Graphix 
Bradford Graphics, LLC
Sir Speedy 
SmartSource



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Video Production

Dare to Be Films
Adam Reist
Anne Peltier

Music & Footage
Video Footage
ABC News
ACC Network
Alysia Montaño
Altra Running
The Associated Press
Barclays Women’s Super
League 2
Bleacher Report
Brock TV
CBS
CBS Sports
Cronkite News

Diana Flores
ESPN
FABR Highlights
FIBA Basketball
FIFA
Fiesta Sports Foundation
FIS Alpine
FIS Cross Country
Forbes
Fox Deportes
Herb Simon
Highlights of HER
Horatio Alger Association
IBSF
IDA
Indiana Fever
International Hockey Federation
Junior Achievement of Greater
 Washington
Kendall Crean
London City Lionesses
LPGA
March Madness
Matt Kryger/IndyStar
Michele Kang
MLB
National Women's Soccer League
NBA

NBC Sports
Netflix Sports
NFL Films
Nike
Olympics
Olympique Lyonnais Féminin
Orlando Pride
Pacers Sports & Entertainment
Paralympic Games
PBS
Play Football
Pro Football Hall of Fame
PWHL
Simple Session
Sky Sports News
SPORTSNET
Team USA
TOGETHXR
Turnstone Center for Children 
& Adults with Disabilities
U.S. Soccer
University of Indiana
USA Gymnastics
USA Volleyball
Volleyball World
Washington Spirit
Wimbledon 
Women's Lacrosse League

NBC Sports
Kevin Carcich
Rachel Goodman
Jack Manzo
Alex Whang
Christine Wilt

Wood Family
World Rugby Women
WNBA
X Games
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

as of October 20, 2025 

Sue Resnick
Adam Reist
Kimberly Rinaldi
Heidi Ritner
Victoria Rider
Grace Schwartzstein
Hallie Schwartzstein
Alex Sgobbo 
Maria Trivelpiece
Jade Walker
AnneLindle Weigman
Lily Wang
Holly Wilson

Volunteers
Shana Aparicio
Nickeela Austin
Devon Cafaro
Julia Cuttone
Abigail Davis
Sierra Davidson
Simran Dave
Isabella Galofre
Sabine Hinkaty
Ronnie Hsieh
Mary Ierlan
Hannah Johns
Jennifer Johns
Arlene Karole
Dana Kalmey
Komal Kulkami
Wyatt Lardieri
Michelle Mai
Steph Mahder
Cathy Maher Smith
Tori Mcklaine
Michelle Naylor
Lauren Nemeroff
Sofia Prahalis
Andrea Putnam
Rebecca Putnam

Play Rugby USA



















We salute all the
honorees, athletes and
the great Billie Jean
King, a sports icon,
equality champion and
Gainbridge® ambassador
for helping create more
opportunities for girls
and women in sports. 



Congratulations to Herb Simon on receiving the Champion for
Equality Award! Herb is a trailblazer in women’s professional
basketball as the longest running owner of a WNBA franchise.
Gainbridge® is proud of its association with Herb and the Indiana
Fever as the naming rights partner of Gainbridge Fieldhouse. 







LAUNCHBREAK, THE NETWORKING PLATFORM OF 2.5K+

WOMEN ATHLETES IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE WOMEN’S

SPORTS FOUNDATION TONIGHT.

WE ARE HONORED TO BE HERE TO CELEBRATE THE ORIGINAL

STAR AND ITS HONOREES.
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